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Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

16.1 m 
4.4 m 

(27%)  

0.9 m 

(25%) 

* April – September 2016 

The Country Programme aims to support the 

Government of Benin in taking up the Zero Hunger 

Challenge initiated by the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations. It includes three components: (i) 

Support a national integrated school feeding 

approach; (ii) Nutritional support for vulnerable 

groups; (iii) Enhance resilience of communities in 

vulnerable and disaster prone areas. While the 

school feeding component will cover most of the 

national territory, components 2 and 3 will pay 

particular attention to Karimama and Malanville 

districts in the north of the country, deemed the 

most vulnerable districts according to social 

indicators. These districts are defined as the 

convergence zone for the United Nations 

Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) 2014–

2018, and are the focus for WFP nutrition and food 

assistance for assets activities (FFA). 

 

School feeding focuses on areas with high food 

insecurity and low enrolment or high dropout rates. 

It will contribute to human capital development 

through: i) increased access to primary education 

and increased retention, especially among girls; ii) 

enhanced capacities to sustain a national school 

feeding programme; and iii) improved school feeding 

through a multi-sector approach that links 

education, local food production, nutrition and 

hygiene and serves as an entry point for local 

development and a safety net for vulnerable groups. 

 

Nutrition activities cover: i) targeted supplementary 

feeding to reduce moderate acute malnutrition 

among children under 5 and undernourished 

pregnant and nursing women; ii) a caregivers’ ration 

for mothers accompanying severely malnourished or 

sick children under 5 at therapeutic feeding centres 

to encourage adherence to treatment; and iii) 

blanket supplementary feeding for six months in 

lean seasons to prevent chronic malnutrition among 

children aged 6–23 months. 

 

Finally, in response to frequent floods and droughts 

which exacerbate the precarious food security and 

nutrition situation in the northern part of the 

country, WFP works on: i) enhancing community 

resilience through FFA activities to develop 

protective assets and improve agricultural 

production; and ii) providing training aimed at 

reducing vulnerability to disasters. 

 

WFP is taking this component as an opportunity to 

use cash based transfer as a modality in the district 

of Malanville where assessments showed that the 

markets are well stocked throughout the year. WFP  

ensures that women and men participate equally in 

identifying FFA activities and that they have equal 

access to the benefits. 

 

 

 

Highlights 

 Limited funding will force WFP to reduce nutrition 

support to vulnerable people during the lean period, if 

new contributions are not received soon. 

 

 Since the beginning of the year, WFP Benin assisted 

about 100,000 school children including 45,000 girls 

with school meals. 

 

 Local NGO’s have been selected and trained to 

implement  the Cash Assistance For Activities in the 

district of Malanville starting from April 2016  

Credit upper left Photo © WFP/Armelle Korogoné 
Caption: Three primary school students receiving a daily 
hot meal in the EPP school of Lakè   
Credit bottom right photo © WFP/ Makéba Tchibozo 
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Donors 

Germany through a multilateral fund, private donors 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 The Annual Work Plan for the implementation of the 

school feeding component has been signed with the 

Directorate of School Feeding and WFP. This 

document provides guidance on joint activities to be 

implemented in the coming months. 

 

 Field Level Agreements have been signed with three 

local NGOs responsible for the follow-up of Cash 

Assistance for Asset in the district of Malanville. 

About 900 vulnerable households will be involved in 

assets construction for a two months period.  
 

 Emphasis has been placed on the procurement 

process to purchase commodity needs for coming 

months for school feeding and nutrition activities. 

Thanks to a substantial contribution, WFP has been 

able to purchase around 1,800 mt of various 
commodities including 50 percent locally. 

 

Challenges 

 Although the presidential elections took place in a 

very peaceful climate, WFP operations have been 

slightly delayed due to the unavailability of the 

national counterpart and the prohibition to conduct 
field missions during the election process.   

 Even though Benin has enjoyed democracy for the 

past 25 years, socio-economic conditions and food 

security, especially in the northern part of the 

country, remain challenging.  WFP resource 

mobilization strategy to address food insecurity in 

the country is particularly challenging in a context of 

widespread food insecurity in the neighbouring Sahel 

region. 

 Pipeline break in March did not allow WFP to proceed 

with the food delivery for school feeding which has 

been postponed to April. Nevertheless, most of the 

assisted schools still had some stock to partially 
cover the needs.  

Partnership 

WFP is working in close partnership with UNICEF and 

WHO in order to prevent chronic malnutrition. As such, 

a joint Memorandum of Understanding has been signed 

to implement common activities in the convergence 

zone of the UNDAF meaning in Malanville and Karimama 

which show the highest rate of chronic malnutrition in 

the country.  

 

WFP provides nutrition support to children aged 6 to 24 

months while UNICEF conducts sensitization on 

adequate hygiene practices and WHO provides intestinal 

worm medicines.  
 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Benin’s population is predominantly rural, 51.2 

percent are women and 17.4 percent are children 

under the age of five.  Over 36 percent of this 

population remains poor and life expectancy is 59.2 

years and the population growth rate is 3.2 percent, 

among the highest in Africa.  

Although agriculture is the economy's key sector, 

structural and natural disaster problems negatively 

affect food security, nutrition and the trade balance.  

A Comprehensive Food Security and Vulnerability 

Analysis (CFSVA) conducted in 2013 estimated that 

11 percent of the population is moderate and 

severely food insecure and 34 percent have limited 

or poor food consumption. According to the last 

Integrated Modular Survey on Household Living 

Conditions results (EMICoV, 2011), 32 percent of 

children aged 6 to 59 months suffer from chronic 

malnutrition. The HIV prevalence among adults is 

1.2 percent according to UNAIDS (2013).  

Although the 2013 national net enrolment rate is 98 

percent (99.6 percent for boys and 96.3 percent for 

girls), Benin still has several rural districts with net 

enrolment rates below 60 percent, especially in the 

Northern part of the country. WFP has been present 

in Benin since 1964. 

Contact info: Antoine Hauzeur (antoine.hauzeur@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Housainou Taal 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/benin 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 34% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

165 out of 188 

Income Level: Least developed 

Population: 9.9 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/benin

